
















TURTLE VIDEO COMMUNITY REPORT 
 
Turtle Video is community video - Turtle Video is Altona, Wi11iamstown,Laverton, people making and 
showing our own television programmes in our own way. THIS IS AN INVITATION TO SHARE IN 
TURTLE VIDEO PLANS AND PROJECTS THROUGH TURTLE VIDEO COMMUNITY REPORT. Turtle Video 
has been under way for nearly a year. In that time hundreds have taken the opportunity to use video 
cameras and thousands have seen the results. Initially a twelve month experiment it will be mainly the 
judgements of the local communities and the plans of local videomakers that will determine the way this 
resource will continue to be available. 
 
TURTLE VIDEO COMMUNITY REPORT IS A REPORT TO YOU OF THE HAPPENINGS AND PROGRAMMES 
OF THE FIRST YEAR. Turtle Video community report is ways you can report back your impressions and 
ideas. Turtle Video community report is partnership into a new year. TURTLE VIDEO HOPES YOU CAN 
ACCEPT THIS INVITATION TO SHARE IN THE FIRST TURTLE VIDEO COMMUNITY REPORT 
 
 
february/march 1975 
 
 

heino
Text Box
TEXT FROM REPORT



THERE ARE MANY STORIES ABOUT THE TURTLE.  HERE IS ONE OF THEM . . . 
  
In the beginning there was nothing. No earth, no sea, no sky. But after long meditation the world 
serpent Antaboga created the giant turtle Bedawang and the sea, so that it could swim. 
 
In the underworld beneath the lid on the back of the world turtle, where the god Batara Kala and the 
goddess Setesuyara lived, there was-perpetual darkness. 
 
No moon, no stars, no sun. So Kala created the light and then the skies. 
 
 
To the Balinese it is no coincidence that, on a large-scale map of the Indonesian archipelago, Bali is a 
green turtle' swimming from Lombock and almost reaching the eastern tip of Java. 
Bedwang the turtle is Bali and, as the legend explains Bedawang is the world. 
 
 



VIDEO IN ASSOCIATION WITH . . . 
 
DURING THE PAST YEAR MANY GROUPS HAVE BEGUN TO EXPLORE THE POSSIBILITIES OF VIDEO IN 
THEIR OWN ACTIVITIES AND TO SHARE THEIR VIEWS AND EXPERIENCES WITH THE WIDER 
COMMUNITY. 
 
The list of groups includes:- 
 
Altona City Youth Theatre 
Altona Lions 
Association of Ukrainians in Victoria 
Sacred Heart Church Newport 
Altona Municipal Library 
Altona Civic Obedience Dog Club 
Altona and District Philatelic Society 
Housing Commission Tenants Union 
Altona North Kindergarten 
Altona Drama Group 
St. Clements Church Laverton 
Sivananda School of Yoga 
Altona Historical Society 
Williamstown Film Makers Club 
First Altona Scouts 
 
 
WHERE THE VIEWERS ARE . . . 
 
Present plans for 1975 include establishing a network of monitors for regular showings of locally made 
videotapes. 
 
Videotapes have been played in many locations.  
These included shopping centres - 
  Pier Street, Altona 
  The Mall, Footscray 
  Rubble and Riches Market, Brooklyn 
 
  hotels - 
  Tarmac, Laverton 
  Steam Packet, Williamstown- 
  Central, North Altona 
 
and private homes, clubs, municipal buildings, schools, kindergartens. 



FESTIVALS 
 
VIDEO CAPTURES THE EXCITEMENT, ATMOSPHERE AND UNIQUE CHARACTERS OF LOCAL FESTIVALS. 
 
For the "Back to Altona" celebration a group of 20 videomakers recorded the key events to be enjoyed 
by a wide audience. 
 
With Footscray videomakers, Turtle Video joined in making video coverage of the "Saltwater River 
Festival". 
 
Most of the tapes are being preserved as part of a video history of the area. 
 
 
INTERVIEWS 
During the "Back to Altona" celebrations many conversations about the 'good old days' have been put 
on videotape. Most of the originals have been kept. Some have been put together in a tape called "I 
REMEMBER ALTONA". 
Among other interviews recorded were 
with: 
 
CR. LES CROFTS - Migrant Portfolio, 
 Altona City Council 
IRIS ARTS -  Spiritualist and Medium 
MARY PUTKUNTZ -  Community Development Officer, Altona. 
 
 
ORIGINAL VIDEO 
 
"THE PUZO INCIDENT" ( a 'cop' story produced and directed by Graeme Hunter) 
 
"THE OPTION" ( a story by Heino Saarelaht, David Page and David Gray) 
 
"FROM THE ROCKY HORROR SHOW" (original choreography to some of the music from The Rocky 
Horror Show, by Gary Shaw, Michael Purdy and David Grech) 
 
One of the more unexpected things around Turtle Video has been the number of people with an original 
idea or script that has been waiting to see the light of day. Particularly the number of talented young 
videomakers. 
 
What has happened so far is possibly only the tip of the iceberg and a challenge to plan for in 1975. 
 
 
 
HOME VIDEO 
 
A number of times families enjoyed having video as part of an occasion they shared together. 
Most times there was no intention of making anything permanent. Among those that have been kept 
are 
 
* BEACH WALK 
* HOLIDAY CAPERS 
* BAPTISM OF ADAM SIMPSON 
* SUNDAY ON PUFFING BILLY 
* AT HOME WITH THE HUNTLEYS 
 
 
 
VIDE0 AND LIVE THEATRE 
 
WILLIAMSTOWN AND ALTONA HAVE STRONG TRADITIONS OF LIVE THEATRE. This has been reflected 
in the number of requests to use Turtle Video resources to help in the preparation and/or recording of 
final productions. 
 
* DICK WHITTINGTON (Altona Primary School) 
* PRINCESS IDA (Altona City Youth Theatre) 
* SCHOOLS DRAMA FESTIVAL (Williamstown) 
* ALTONA NORTH TECHNICAL SCHOOL REVIEW 
* SLEEPING BEAUTY (Altona Drama Group) 



ANIMALS 
 
SOME ENJOYABLE VIDEOTAPES MADE HAVE BEEN OF ANIMALS - cats, ducks, dogs, horses, a tortoise, 
Japanese bantams, hens, and of course, seagulls. 
 
Video cameras seem to have a special capacity to capture the sights and sounds of animals and birds 
and the bush on the fringes of the western suburbs. 
 
But we are still waiting for someone to make a tape of the swans on Cherry Lake! 
 
 
INSTANT REPLAY 
 
FROM TIME TO TIME WHEN EQUIPMENT HAS BEEN AVAILABLE A NUMBER OF LOCAL SPORTING 
GROUPS-HAVE USED VIDEO TO RECORD A MATCH OR PRACTICE SESSION. (The portable recorders, 
can 'freeze' the action in playback, the studio recorders can play it in slow motion as well). 
 
WILLIAMSTOWN BASEBALL CLUB 
ALTONA LACROSSE TEAM 
SUNSHINE CRICKET CLUB 
WILLIAMSTOWN TABLE TENNIS CLUB 
WESTERN SUBURBS MINI BIKE CLUB 
KINGSVILLE/SPOTSWOOD BOWLING CLUB 
 
 
VIDEO GOES TO SCHOOL 
 
LOCAL SCHOOLS THAT HAVE USED TURTLE VIDEO RESOURCES SO FAR INCLUDE - 
Altona High 
Altona North High 
Altona North Technical School 
St. Pauls College for Boys 
Altona Primary School 
Altona East Primary School 
Altona Gate Primary School 
Altona North Primary School 
North Williamstown Primary School 
Mossfiel Primary School, Werribee 
 
 
 
As well as making video equipment available Turtle Video has been able to 
 
* encourage schools to share the existing but growing amount of video equipment in local -
 schools 
* pass on the experience of video in schools both in and beyond the local area 
* advise on equipment when a school is considering purchasing its own. 
 
Amongst the many tapes have been: 
 
* AT THE ZOO 
* CHERRY LAKE 
* WILLIAMSTOWN DRAMA FESTIVAL 
* HEALTH CARE IN ALTONA 
* POLLUTION 
* BACK TO BLYTH STREET SCHOOL CELEBRATIONS 
* BUSHWACKERS CAMP - twenty first form boys from St. Paul's College spent a week in an 
 experimental camp at the Lerderderg Gorge. A video crew in the group recorded much of what 
 happened and have edited a fascinating tape. 
 



PARTNERSHIPS 
 
DURING THE FIRST YEAR TURTLE VIDEO HAS ESTABLISHED WORKING RELATIONSHIPS WITH A 
NUMBER OF LOCAL BODIES. 
 
Two of the partnerships that are developing are worth special mention: 
 
(|)      Altona Municipal Library 
 On a number of occasions locally made videotapes have been able to be played in the Altona 
 Library - the tapes being specially transferred onto videocassettes for this purpose. The Library 
 is also using video to record some of what is happening in its expanding programmes. 
 
Turtle Video has appreciated the opportunity to work with Librarian Cynthia Paltridge, Community 
Development Officer, Mary Putkuntz, and members of the Library staff. 
 
(2)      Community Outreach - North Williamstown Primary School 
 One of the most interesting community developments in the western suburbs is the growing 
 range of activities and projects being fostered through the Community Outreach Group of the 
 North Williamstown Primary School, 
 
Plans to enable Community Outreach and Turtle Video to become a joint venture in community media 
are under way. 
 
 
THE PROCESS CONTINUES 
 
TURTLE VIDEO IS ONE OF TWO COMMUNITY VIDEO PROJECTS IN THE WESTERN SUBURBS. 
Videomakers from the two centres have begun to work together in 1975.  This co-operation is expected 
to grow. 
 
 
One of the fields of co-operation is a regular community video news magazine. Three pilot editions were 
made in December '74 in a format called Channel Four News by Williamstown videomakers David Gray, 
Heino Saarelaht and David Page. 
 
 
TURTLE VIDEO COMMUNITY REPORT will continue over several weeks. 
But on the weekend of the 8th and 9th March, the judgements and proposals gathered to that date will 
be put together as recommendations to The Australian Council for the Arts, the Department of Urban 
and Regional Development and the Australian Film Institute. 
 
The recommendations will include ways in which government bodies might continue as partners with 
local people in expanding community media resources like Turtle Video in the western suburbs. 
 



COMMUNITY VIDEO 
 
THE MOST IMPORTANT RESOURCE FOR COMMUNITY VIDEO IS NEITHER STAFF, MONEY, EQUIPMENT 
NOR PLACE. IT EXISTS IN FRONT OF OUR EYES.  OFTEN HIDDEN. 
 
The communities themselves. 
 
Each community works in its own time, has its own stories, its own storytellers. 
At first, and from the outside, the ways are often strange, the stories unintelligible, and the storyteller 
unrecognizable. Sometimes the language is hard to understand. Other times, we would rather not know 
what the stories are telling us. Some of the tellers are official spokesmen who hold committee positions 
in established organisations. 
Most are not. 
 
On occasions, an outsider who has shared in the life of a community and become a respected friend can 
tell some of their story. But nearly always a story is most telling when it comes from the heart of the 
group whose experience it expresses. 
 
When such stories begin to be told, a community can gain (or regain) confidence in its own possibilities. 
When they are hear a community gains experience of its own power. 
 
 
Community Video does not then, set out to be a solution to a floundering community's problems . . .  
IT IS LETTING STORIES BE TOLD  ... AND HEARD ... AUTHENTICALLY. 
 
Even more importantly, it not only accepts that many people and publics disenfranchised by the 
established media have stories to tell - but, that they can tell them tellingly. 
 
The "so-called" deprived western suburbs of Melbourne might be considered a desert so far as the 
presence of people with experience and capacity in video is concerned. They aren't. 
 
The sample met through Turtle Video suggests that many people in the west already have significant 
film and video experience.  It is frequently limited to a narrow experience at work or a private hobby. As 
a resource for community development it is fragmented and isolated. 
 
But again - if the initial Turtle Video experience is any guide - it is available. 
Almost for the asking." 
 
(Extract from Turtle Video Report, September,  1974 ) 
 



TURTLE VIDEO 
 
Some of the happenings of Turtle Video Community Report are meetings with local groups and open-air 
presentations. These begin on Wednesday, 26th February, and include... 
 
Wed. 26th February, Meeting with COMMUNITY OUTREACH, North Williamstown Primary 
7.30 p.m.  School, Melbourne Road, Williamstown. 
 
Fri. 28th February,    Outdoor presentation BORACK SQUARE SHOPS, North Altona ... 
6 - 8.30 p.m.  *SUPPER afterwards at Turtle Video Shop, 18 Pier Street, Altona. 
 
Sat. 1st March,       Outside LAURIA'S MILK BAR, 54 Noordenne Avenue, 
4 p.m.   Bayside Village.(Altona) 
   *TAPES include "The Puzo Incident" - a 'cop' story made in 
   Bayside Village. 
 
Sun. 2nd March,  At the home of ALAN AND BEV DYALL, 26 Boyd Street, Altona. 
3.30 p.m.  *TAPES include "Holiday Capers" by the Dyall family. 
 
Tues. 4th March,  Meeting with ALTONA SCHOOL TEACHERS, Turtle Video Shop, 
4-6 p.m.   18 Pier Street, Altona. 
 
You are welcome on any of these occasions and to 
 
   * ring us on 398.4279 
   * call in to Turtle Video Shop. We can offer you coffee 
    and you can view your own selection from the tapes made 
    - and start to be a videomaker 
   * drop us a note if you like to put things down on paper. 
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